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Li ber i a
- Socf i n acqui r ed t he pl ant at i on ( SRC:  Sal al a Rubber  Cor por at i on)  i n 2007 and expanded t he f arml and i n 2008 wi t h t he suppor t  of  I FC.  The
communi t y' s cr ops,  gr aves,  and sacr ed si t es wer e dest r oyed,  and wat er  sour ces wer e cont ami nat ed,  but  t hey have not  r ecei ved adequat e
compensat i on f r om SRC f or  l ong t i me.  I n Sept ember  2018,  a communi t y coal i t i on or gani zat i on cal l ed KWAMUNEH was f ormed,  and a l et t er  and
r equi r ement s wer e sent  sever al  t i mes.  I n 2019,  t he communi t i es f i l ed a compl ai nt  wi t h t he I FC and i nvest i gat ed,  but  t he SRC deni ed t he
f act s and r ef used t o medi at e.  I n 2021,  an at t ack and assaul t  di sr upt s a communi t y and suppor t  gr oup meet i ng.  I n Oct ober  2022,  a l awsui t
was f i l ed agai nst  SRC and t he gover nment  wi t h t he suppor t  of  NGO GAI  ( Gr een Advocat es I nt er nat i onal ) .
- I n Oct ober  2007,  LAC ( Li ber i an Agr i cul t ur al  Company) ,  t he Mi ni st er  of  Agr i cul t ur e,  and t he Mi ni st er  of  t he I nt er i or  si gned a f r amewor k
f or  t he r eset t l ement  of  Gr and Bassa ci t i zens,  but  many par t s of  t he f r amewor k have not  been i mpl ement ed.  I n par t i cul ar ,  educat i onal  i ssues
and access t o dr i nki ng wat er  ar e ur gent .  The LAC-DI STFAC or gani zat i on,  a communi t y or gani zat i on,  has been est abl i shed and has been
negot i at i ng si nce 2015,  but  has not  pr ogr essed.

Li ber i a. zi p ( 17. 1MB) Moni t or i ng

Ni ger i a
Okomu Oi l  Pal m Company PLC ( OOPC)  i gnor es r evocat i on or der  by t he Edo St at e Gover nment  i n 2015,  as i t  bul l dozes Owan For est  Reser ve and
nei ghbor i ng Communi t y f arml ands f or  l ar ge scal e Oi l  Pal m Pl ant at i on busi ness.  Over  60, 000 peopl e acr oss 30 communi t i es of  Edo St at e r i sk
gr ave i mpact s due t o Def or est at i on and Land gr abbi ng.  I n 2020,  Okomu' s secur i t y f or ces l oot ed and set  f i r e t o t he pr oper t y.

Ni ger i a. zi p ( 6. 7MB) Moni t or i ng

Cambodi a
I n 2007,  a subsi di ar y of  Socf i n acqui r ed a "gover nment -appr oved" economi c l and concessi on f or  12, 000 hect ar es of  ancest r al  l ands i n seven
Bunong vi l l ages i n Mondul ki r i  Pr ovi nce.  The Bunong vi l l ager s have been t r yi ng t o r egai n t hei r  cust omar y l ands f or  mor e t han a decade,  and
al t hough some vi l l ager s ( l ess t han 40 out  of  455 i ndi genous communi t i es)  si gned an agr eement  wi t h t he Socf i n subsi di ar y i n Sept ember  2021,
t he communi t i es have not  been abl e t o r et ai n most  of  t he l ands t hey l ost .  ( Socf i n st i l l  cont r ol s 7, 000 hect ar es. )  I n addi t i on,  t he PJs t o
suppor t  f armer s cont r act ed under  t hi s medi at i on have not  been f ul l y i mpl ement ed. Cambodi a. zi p ( 1. 8MB)

Under
i nvest i gat i on

I vor y Coast
The cont ent  of  t he cl ai m i s t hat  SOGB,  t he pl ant at i on i n Caout chouc,  sout hwest  of  t he I vor y Coast  has obt ai ned RSPO cer t i f i cat i on,  but
t hat  t he cer t i f i cat i on shoul d be wi t hdr awn because i t  does not  meet  t he RSPO' s cr i t er i a.  Resi dent s cl ai m t hat  t hei r  l i vel i hoods ar e
t hr eat ened by envi r onment al  pol l ut i on and f l oodi ng caused by t he pl ant at i on' s oper at i on.  As r egar d t o t he l and r i ght s of  SOGB,  t he
r esi dent s cl ai m t hat  l and occupi ed by t he SOGB has expanded si nce i t s i ncept i on ( t her e i s a di f f er ence between t he 1974 and 1995
cont r act s) ,  and t he l ocal  r esi dent s associ at i on has r equest ed t o addr ess t he i ssues of  r esi dent s who wer e f or ced t o move due t o t he l and
occupat i on,  and t o addr ess t he i nf r ast r uct ur e as wel l  as t o access t o t he "Cahi er  des char ges" ( Scopi ng St at ement )  when t he SOBG pr oj ect
was est abl i shed.
The Mi ni st r y of  i nt er nal  Af f ai r s af f i rms t hat  t her e i s no l egal  i ssues wi t h SOGB’ s l and r i ght s and t hat  RSPO al so cl ai ms t hat  i t  di d not
see any vi ol at i on of  st andar ds.
( The cont ent  of  t he cl ai m i s not  nat ur al  r ubber ,  but  pal m. )

Ivory Coast.zip
(2.6MB)

Under
i nvest i gat i on

Camer oon
Socapal m and Saf acam pr omot ed t he devel opment  of  l and,  and caused t he pol l ut i on of  r i ver s,  soi l  and ai r ,  and t he r educt i on of  sur r oundi ng
f or est s.
Socapal m' s acqui si t i on of  t he l and has r esul t ed i n r est r i ct ed access t o t he l and and numer ous conf l i ct s wi t h t he l ocal  communi t y,  and t he
communi t y cl ai ms t hat  RSPO cer t i f i cat i on shoul d be st r i pped f r om Socapal m. Camer oon. zi p ( 14. 2MB)
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<Tr ansnat i onal >
Pr of i t  t r ansf er  t o Swi t zer l and wi t h l ow t ax r at e.

Tr ansnat i onal . zi p
( 1. 6MB)

Cl osed

Br i dgest one conf i rmed t he posi t i on st at ement  f r om t he Socf i n Gr oup,  whi ch was i ssued on Oct ober  20,  2021.  The
st at ement  r ead,  “ The i ncome t r ansf er s ar e r egul at ed under  Swi ss l aw,  i n compl i ance wi t h t he OECD gui del i nes on
t r ansf er s.  No compet ent  super vi sor y aut hor i t y has r epor t ed abusi ve conduct  f r om t he Socf i n Gr oup,  whi ch pays i t s
t axes i n accor dance wi t h Swi ss and i nt er nat i onal  r ul es. ”  To f ur t her  assess t he mat t er ,  Br i dgest one obt ai ned
audi t  document s f r om t he Socf i n Gr oup,  whi ch wer e i ssued by i ndependent  audi t or s and ver i f i ed t hat  t her e wer e no
i nconsi st enci es between t he st at ement  and t he audi t  document s.  Consequent l y,  Br i dgest one concl uded t hat  t her e
was no cl ear  evi dence of  any vi ol at i on of  l aws,  r egul at i ons,  or  t he Br i dgest one Sust ai nabl e Pr ocur ement  Pol i cy
r el at ed t o t hi s gr i evance.
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- On Apr .  11,  2023,  Socf i n announced t hat  t hey st ar t  t he i n-dept h r evi ew of  each al l egat i on wi t h Ear t hworm
Foundat i on,  a speci al i zed ext er nal  or gani zat i on whi ch i s suppor t i ng Socf i n' s gr i evance mechani sm.  St ar t i ng i n
Mar ch 2023,  Ear t hworm Foundat i on ( EF)  began a phased wor kpl an t hr oughout  Socf i n oper at i ons and wi l l  r each out  t o
gr i evance-r ai ser s and ot her  concer ned st akehol der s t o i nvest i gat e speci f i c cases.  The f i ndi ngs of  each EF' s
i nvest i gat i on wi l l  be summar i zed i n a publ i c r epor t .  I f  any al l egat i ons ar e conf i rmed by t he f i ndi ngs,  Socf i n
wi l l  r el ease a publ i c act i on pl an cont ai ni ng det ai l ed cor r ect i ve measur es.
ht t ps: //www. socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2023/04/2023-04-11-Socf i n-Gr oup-Engagement -wi t h-Ear t hworm-
Foundat i on. pdf
ht t ps: //www. ear t hworm. or g/news-st or i es/st at ement -on-ear t hworms-f i el d-i nvest i gat i on-f or -socf i n
- Br i dgest one conf i rmed t hat  t he Gr oup i s sour ci ng nat ur al  r ubber  f r om LAC i n Li ber i a,  Okomu i n Ni ger i a and SOGB
i n I vor y Coast .  Al so,  SRC i s an i ndi r ect  suppl i er  because t hei r  r ubber  i s pr ocessed i n LAC.  Br i dgest one has
engaged wi t h Socf i n,  and conf i rmed t hei r  i nvest i gat i on pl an whi ch i s suppor t ed by Ear t hworm Foundat i on.
Br i dgest one has been hol di ng t he meet i ngs wi t h Socf i n per i odi cal l y t o r evi ew t he pr ogr ess and act i on pl ans as
wr i t t en bel ow.  Br i dgest one most  r ecent l y met  wi t h Socf i n on December  2,  2024.

<Phase 1 i nvest i gat i on i n t he f i r st  hal f  of  2023>
- EF publ i shed t he i nvest i gat i on r epor t s of  SRC i n Li ber i a and Socapal m Di bombar i  i n Camer oon on Jul  31,  2023.
The i nvest i gat i on t eam i ncl udi ng t he 3r d par t y f ound t he evi dences of  some al l egat i ons.
ht t ps: //www. ear t hworm. or g/news-st or i es/ear t hworm-publ i shes-f i r st -f i ndi ngs-of -i nvest i gat i ons-i nt o-al l egat i ons-
agai nst -socf i n-gr oup
- Socf i n di scl osed t he cor r ect i ve act i on pl an f or  t hese al l egat i ons on Aug 11,  2023.  Socf i n al so announced t hat
t hey woul d communi cat e t he pr ogr ess quar t er l y.
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2023/08/2023. 08. 11-Socf i n-Act i on-Pl an-St at ement . pdf
- The f i r st  pr ogr ess r epor t s wer e publ i shed on Dec.  15,  2023,  and second pr ogr ess r epor t s wer e publ i shed on May
31,  2024.  The t hi r d pr ogr ess r epor t  of  Socapal m Di bombar i  was publ i shed i n Sep.  2024.
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/0 20249/2024. 09. 16-Socf i n-Socapal m-Di bombar i -Act i on-pl an-Updat e-
Sept ember -2024. pdf
- Socf i n announced t he di vestment  of  SRC,  al so commi t t ed t o i mpl ement i ng SRC’ s 2023 act i on pl an even af t er  t he
sal e.
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/08/2024. 08. 27-Socf i naf -Annonce-de-l a-cessi on-de-SRC-au-Li ber i a. pdf
The commi t t ed act i on of  Socf i n wi l l  be r esumed soon af t er  t he SRC oper at i on wi l l  be r esumed,  whi ch i s expect ed
i n Dec.  2024.

<Phase 2 i nvest i gat i on f r om t he second hal f  of  2023 onwar d>
- Phase 2 i nvest i gat i ons wer e car r i ed out  by EF at  LAC i n Li ber i a,  OOPC i n Ni ger i a,  Saf acam,  3 si t es of  Socapal m
i n Camer oon,   Socf i n KCD and Covi phama i n Cambodi a,  and have been compl et ed at  SOGB i n I vor y Coast   i n Sept ember
2024.
The i nvest i gat i on r epor t  of  Saf acam was publ i shed by EF on May 30,  and t he act i on pl ans wer e publ i shed by Socf i n
on June 5,  2024.  The f i r st  pr ogr ess r epor t  was publ i shed i n Sep.  2024.
ht t ps: //www. ear t hworm. or g/upl oads/f i l es/EF-Publ i c-r epor t _ SAFACAM-_ EN_ -30. 05. 2024. pdf
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/06/2024. 06. 05-Socf i n-Saf acam-Act i on-pl an-June-2024. pdf
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/09/2024. 09. 16-Socf i n-Saf acam-Act i on-pl an-Updat e-Sept ember -2024. pdf
The i nvest i gat i on r epor t s and act i on pl ans of  OOPC and LAC wer e publ i shed i n Jul y 2024.  The f i r st  pr ogr ess
r epor t s wer e publ i shed i n Nov.  2024.  Act i ons ar e bei ng i mpl ement ed st eadi l y.
ht t ps: //ear t hworm. ams3. di gi t al oceanspaces. com/upl oads/f i l es/EF-Publ i c-r epor t _ Okomu-28. 06. 2024. pdf
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/07/2024-07-17-Socf i n-Okomu-Act i on-Pl an-Jul y-2024. pdf
ht t ps: //ear t hworm. ams3. di gi t al oceanspaces. com/upl oads/f i l es/EF-LAC-r epor t -19. 07. 2024. pdf
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/07/2024. 07. 23-Socf i n-LAC-Act i on-Pl an-Jul y-2024. pdf
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/11/2024. 11. 11-Socf i n-Okomu-Act i on-Pl an-Updat e-November -2024. pdf
ht t ps: //socf i n. com/wp-cont ent /upl oads/2024/11/2024. 11. 11-Socf i n-LAC-Act i on-Pl an-Updat e-November -2024. pdf
The i nvest i gat i on r epor t s and act i on pl ans of  ot her  si t es ( Socf i n KCD,  Covi phama,  3 si t es of  Socapal m <Mbongo,
Mbambou,  Edéa>,  SOGB)  ar e pl anned t o be publ i shed i n ear l y 2025.
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